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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY 
United States Array 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 


jfc'JOO 


Yokohama, Japan.. 
A June 1943 


; UNITED STATES OF' A'F.RICA VS MCRIZO SHINJO • 

.. Review of the S taff Judge Ad vocate ■ ■> 

1, The attached record of trial of Morizo’ Shinjo at Yokohama, Japan, from 
6 January 1947 to 21 . January 1947, by a Military Commission appointed by para¬ 
graph 1, Special.Orders No. 324, Headquarters Eighth Army, United States Army, 
dated 23 December 1946, having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this 
review is submitted to the Commanding General. 

Pers onal Data Co ncerning Ac c used 


NAME: Morizo Shinjo 
AGE: 25 

RESIDENCE!' N a washi Village, Shimajlri 
District, Okinawa 
MARITAL STATUS! Married 
RELATIVES: One sister 
EDUCATION: Not shown 
VOCATION: Railroad worker 
MILITARY CAREER: Japanese Array from 
1 March 1941 to August 1943. Civilian 
guard at FV camps from"December 1943 
to September 1945. 


DATS OF CONFINEMENT: 11 December 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 6 January 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL:. 6 to 21 January 1947 
D4TE OF SENTENCE:' 21 January 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for 28 years 
CLEMENCY RECO?''‘ENDED BY COAMISSION: 

No 


2. Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency end Sentence: 


Charge and Spec- ificat ions; Pleai 

Charge: Between 10 August 1944 and NG 

19 September 1945 at Yokkaichi P"< Camp, 

Osaka Area', later known'as Nagoya Sub-' 

Camp No. 5, Nagoya Area, Honshu, Japan, 

Morizo Shinjo, then a civilian employee 
of the Armed Forces of Japan, a nation,,- 
then at war with the United States of 
Amsrioa and its Allies, did violate the 
Laws\md Customs of Far. 

Sp 1: Between the mentioned dates, the NG 
'accused, with others, did willfully and 
■ unlawfully mistreat and torture Pfc, 

Edward V. Sheehan, Sgt. John Kristopoviz, 

Jr.,'and Pvt, Edward. Raskiewicz, .American 
FT's,'by repeatedly'striking them with 
ropes, poles, clubs, shoes and bolts; 
by suspending ..them by their wrists from 
ladders; -by rubbing salt in their wounds; 
by forcing them to hold heavy pails in 
their outstretched arms for long periods . 
of time,; -apd by.causing them to 'kneel on 
sharp rocks. 

Sp 2: . Befcwegn* -the mentioned dates, the NG 
accused did'wilifullyyu'cl unlawfully ■- 
mistreat Col. Guy. H. Stubbs, an American 
FY, by striking him vriuth his fists and. 
abusing him. 


Legally 

Sustained 


Guilty, Yes 

except for the word "pedes" 
and the words "rubbing salt 
in their wounds". Of the 
excepted words, not guilty. 


ith his fists and.. 
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Sp 3: In or about July 1945, the accused, NO 
with, others,, did wiljLfully and. .unlawfully 
mistreat Te'ch.',$gt',.:Bb)ijnmin FJ, Rimm?rle, 
an American F,‘t, J?y, Striking him. with his 
fists and-belt arid by kicking him, .there¬ 
by breaking his eardrum. 

Sp 4s In'or about the'owqth of l&jcgj- KG 
Juno 1945, the accused; with others, did' 
willfully and uni'f.v/fully mistreat Sgt. 

John .T v ig.ee'nan > Pvt , Nick (SoilegosSgt, 
Herman,-.Q.' FitzJohn, and numerous other 
Amer.icah.PW'.s, by striking, beating, * 
abasing, and torturing them witti. climbs, 
belts,, buckles, and pieces of rubber,' 
and by forcing Sgt. Hermnn 0. Fitz'john 
and Pvt. Nick Gollegos to kneel On rocks 
'-and. then placing heavy objects on their ' 
legs. 

Sp 5i In the month of June 1945, the NO 

accused, did willfully and unlawfully 1 
mistreat Staff Sgt. Harold'Simpkins, an ' 
American FT, by striking him with a.stick, 
lacking-him and abusing him. 

Sp 6: In or about July 1945,-the accused NG 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat ' 
and abuse Samuel Lyndh, an American F'f, 
by abusing and beating him vdth his fists • 
and belt. 

Sp 7* Between'September 1944 and PG 

September 1945, the accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat Sgt. 
william Robert Linderfelt, an American 
FT, by-abusing-and boating him. 

Sp 8:- Between the mentioned„dates, KG 

the accused did willfully a.nd unlawfully" 
mistreat numerous American PVf s by 
abusing, boating and striking them 
with fists, clubs, ropes, shoes, belts, 
and bucld.es. 


3,' Summary, of. the Ev idence: 


a. For the Prosecutio n: 

(1) ' The accused Shinjo was a civilian guard r.t the Yokka.ichi Pris¬ 

oner of w ar Camp, Osaka Area, from August 1944 to September 19, 1945 (R. 214;. 
The accused'was identified ’ in open cour.t by his own' name and by a nickname ,11 
Men" (R,' 30 . 94). Shinjo. was also known as "Cincho, Snncho, Sense" and ul 
Man": (Ex. 7). ' 

(2) As to Specification If " F" Sheehan was put in the camp jail 
sometime in late June 'or.krly July 1945, for stealing 20 rice balls from the 
Japanese guards; on the same day-Raskiewicz and Kristopoviz stole and drank 
some sake belonging, to the Japanese guards - and they wre el?o f 1 ^ “ 

■jail; the-men were apprehended about 0500 in' the morning; about 1000 the witness 
(Thompson, the senior F") talked to the three accused m the guardhouse; at 
about 11:30 to 12:15 the same morning the accused and others tied Raskiewicz 
and Kristopoviz by their wrists to two ladders leaning against a building so 
that their feet rare abojit' .8 inches off the ground;, rooks were placed under the 
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toes of the F*'*s for them to stand on; then the accused and others beet the too 
when their toes slipped from the rocks; the two FV's; remained suspended for about 
1 l/4 hours; latter in the evening (or the next evening) Raskievd.cz, Kristopoviz 
and Sheehan were strung up in the same manner about 1830; the accused was .present 
during the stringing up; the" accused was very active in beating all three vdth 
his fists and a club; at this time the men were suspended for about one hour; 
Kristopoviz and Sheehan begged to be cut down, saying they could.not stand the 
abuse any longer; for the next 30 days the three P""s were abused; the accused 
v;e,s one of three ring leaders in this abuse; the accused caused. Sheehan to carry 
a bucket of vr.ter in his arms and double, time around the compound for . about an 
hour; the accused beat Sheehan with a stick to moke him run and when Sheehan 
fell, kicked him Until he got up; all three FV's Were required to hold heavy 
buckets in their outstretched arms for long periods of time and the accused 
participated in this abuse, striking Raskiewicz onee with a. stick viien he allowed 
a pail to spill sand or water; several times again they were forced to hold sand 
or water in buckets in outstretched arms for five or ton minutes; the. three were 
abused every day for thirty days and the accused participated e.t least half of 
the time (R. 107-118;133). Sheehan was beaten with a small l/2 inch rope vdth 
knots tied in it until he had volts on his. back two or three inches high (R. 140). 
The accused vdth another beat Sheehan until he confessed to the theft of the rice 
balls (R, 141), Sheehan was beaten with ..a wooden gun, forced to kneel in front 
of the guardhouse with a bamboo pole "between' his legs" .and the guards jumped 
on Sheehan's' shoulders)? there vms gre.vel in front of the guardhouse; the accused 
was a ringleader and this type of incident took' place almost every day for 30 
days; when the two were strung up to the ladder the accused beat them vdth a 
belt and a wooden shoe; every day the accused with others would beat the same 
two and '[force them to kneel on rooks with a bamboo pole between their legs" 

(R. 36-38; 53; 59). Sheehan was usually abused alone a.pd not vdth Raskiewicz 
and Kristopoviz (R. 62 ). The affidavit of Sheehan, while corroborating much 
of the above, adds that this incident started about 29 June 1945 and that tie was 
beaten.many times vdth'wn.ter soaked ropes by the accused (Ex. 14). The affidavit 
of Kristopoviz' also corroborates, most of the above and adds that he and Raskieva.cz 
were forced to kneel on bamboo poles, with other bamboo polos behind their toiees. 


13,1-5^17,31,41). - 

(3) As to Specification 2-: In October or November 1944, Stubbs 
was in charge of'gctting tho PwTs to verfc; the F"'s were slow and the accused 
struck him in the face a couple of times with his fi3t; Stubbs had a swollen 
lip for a few days, that was all (R; 95). The affidavit of Stubbs corroborates 
the above but puts the dpte errly in 1945 (Ex, 7 )v^ 

(4) As to S peci fication 3 = In July 1945, P"' RLmmerle was caught 
trying to smuggle some oil into camp; tho accused struck him in the face with 
his fist and a leather belt knocking him to the ground; while Kimmerle wa? on 
the ground the accused kicked him in the head and groin. This happened about 
six times in one hour; Kimmerle received a broken eardrum as a result (Ex. li;. 
Corroborated by witnesses produced at the trial (R. 34; 65-68; 87; 90, 101-102 
and 141-142). 

(5) As to Specification 4: Between 1 June and August 1945, FV's _ 

Colleges, Kleema.n l^Fitz john anT'sotae 30 other F"'s were be ^en b y t he accused 
and others to get them to tell vho cut some wooden bars-over the F. barrack 
window; the three admitted to the Japanese that they had out the ’ . 

the accused and one other beat the three, the accused used-.a wooden stick cbout 

x 20 inches long and 3/4 inch round; they were then taken to the gu ardhouse, all 
three were required.to stand at rigid attention for long periods of time 
the next three or four days; also made to kneel vdth their knee Der i 0 d P like 

holding rock 10 to 18 pounds in weight on their thighs; one two-bpur period lik 
the above carried out by the accused and others (R. 102-105). ^ e r „?i ei , os -, n d 
group was with .belts and sticks'; there-were 20 F‘"s in the ff° u p; Colleges and^ 

Pitzjohn confessed; the accused and one other participated (ax. 1 ). 

■ davit of F? KLeeman mentions that he was part of a large gpoup be. ten before 
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Oollegos and Fitzjohn confessed; but that the*latter two vrere the ones vto v:ere 
taken away and abused; the beating was done with "clubs, belts,,.buckles and 
pieces of rubber 1 ;, about 20 e\en v.ere beaten (Ex. 30). 

■ (6) As to.Sp e cifi catio n 5 : In June 1945, F 7 Simpkin, while working 

in the copper smelter next.to the camp, was given a rest period by- the plant 
foreman; the accused, thinking he was loafing', beat him about the body vdth a 
stick and kicked him in the shins (Ex. 38). Simpkin told this to the camp F" 
commander on the day it" happened (R. 149). 

(7). As to Specification 6 : In July 1945, the affiant (lynch) was- • 
caught trying to smuggle some canvas into camp; he v®s beaten and kicked severely, 
hit with a belt and rifle; his eye was injured-and he could not seo out of it 
for six weeks; he was in the guardhouse for 4 days and then released when he 
received his first medical help; the only guard- i*o did this was "The Skull" 

(Ex. 42). Cpl. Densmore, a prosecution witness,: places the incident in July 1945, 
but states that the accused as chief, and two others, did the beating (R. 32-33), 
that'Lynch was smuggling starch instead of canvas, and that "The Skull" also took 
part, and that lynch did not go to jail (r, 69-71).' Maj. Thomas testified at 
the trial in corroboration of'Densmore,'adding more Japanese participants and 
that lynch was beaten vdth clubs, poles, wooden shoes, kicked and hit after being 
stripped to the waist; that he heard Lynch tell Stubbs in the spring of 1945 that 
he (Lynch) had been beaten by "The Skull" (R. 98-100) (and see Ex.. 8).' 


_pecifjc ation 7 : F" Linderfelt isf.s nearly blind and 

deaf and as a result he worked in camp; the accused spoke to Linderfolt once 
and when he did net answer hit him on the face three or four times; the witness 
tried to tell him that Linderfelt could not help not hearing but the accused 
hit linderfelt twice more vdth his open hand (R. 100-101) corroborated'(Ex. 23). 

(9) As-, to Spe c ification 8 : The accused beat PVf's who did not . 
respond quickly to Japanese .Army drill in September 1944; during the recruit 
drill the accused carried a wooden stick and struck F 7, a vdth that (R. 40-41, 

72); the accused hit P” Densmore "a couple of times on roll call" (R. 90). The 
accused in the first two months after A.ugust 1944 "struck or hit ninety percent 
of" the F."'s in the camp; at this time there were about 600 F"'s in cajnp; the 
witness was struck on two different occasions by the accused; the first time 
vdth his fist and on the second occasion vdth a stick about 20' inches long and 
3/4 inch around (R. 96-97); during the first two weeks in camp the' accused beat 
more FF* s than anyone else in camp vdth' the exception of the drill sergeant 
(R. 143-144). At least a half dozen men reported to the affiant that they had 
been beaten by the accused (sx, 7). The accused beat F" Richardson-vdth a stick 
and gavo him a black eye by slaoping (-Ex. 37), ■' 

b. For, t h e Defense : 

(1) The accused, after having been warned of his rights (R. 212), 
took the stand and a summary of his testimony follows: - That he is married; has 
no children; worked for the Okinawan Railroads; in the Japanese Army from 1 March 
1941 to August 1943; wounded while in China; employed as a-guhzoko in PV camps 
after December 1943; joined the Yokkaichi Camp in .August 1944; was informed by 
the Ranking NCO that it w:as proper to strike FW's on the body while training 
them; other Japanese told him that striking P'"'s was all right; that his family 
lived, near c,amp until after the big air raid, thenhe moved them to Gifu Pre¬ 
fecture; that he was on duty 24 hours then off for 24 hours; that he spent his 
off time a.t-home. His duties a.s a civilian guard were to guard the FY's to and 
from the factory and also at the factory; after the June 1945 air raid h,e v.a.s a 
p roving: guard in the factory; he returned at noon Tor about 1 1/2 hours vdth the 
day workers; he usually returned to camp about 1530; he 'sometimes was on other 
shifts that kept him .away‘from camp-at different hours. He heard-he was vented 
for war crimes, in November 1945; he'turned himself in to the' Jp.pane.se police and 
then vrent'without guard to Sugamo' Prison; he gave himself up because he had hit 
\ F’ rr s with his hands, but, never vdth anything else; he hit Stubbs vdth'his hands 
because Stubbs was slow’in getting the F T, s.'assembled;, in July 1945 -Kimmerle was 
beaten-by other. Japanes/e .for almost starting a fire in. the. kitchen but. he did. 
not,participate; about the same time he heard that Kleeman had .been mixed up in 
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the cutting'of th© bars in the F'F barracks; other than this he knew nothing about 
the Kleeman, Oollegos, Fitzjohn incident. As for Specification 5, he did strike 
pv l s at the factory with his hands but he never struck anyone with a club; in 
July 1945 he brought the .F ,r, s back from the factory and shook them, dov/n for 
illegal goods; he found some canvas and a can of oil on P% Lynch; he called Lynch 
out of ranks and two other Japanese struck Lynch; he made his report to the NCO 
in Charge and while he was putting his equipment away, he saw the same two 
Japanese and the NCO beating and abusing Lynch; he was called a weakling, for not 
hitting lynch; he knew nbthing of any other mistreatment of. Lynch; he never mis-' 
treated-Lynch, Sometime-in May 1945 he hit Linderfolt with his hand and he did 
not know Linderfolt was ill; he slapped Thompson in Hay 1945 because Thompson 
would not obejr orders; he was 1 sorry rnd later gave Thompson soybeans -from his 
rations to help the food situation; he stopped hitting F’ M s for having food from 
the factory kitchen in May or June 1945; he only struck Thompson the one time; 
during the drill period during the two weeks in September 1944, he struck F'f’s 
with his hands; he later struck F’ M s but he cannot recall the reasons; denied 
engaging in the Sheehan* Kristopoviz and Rasldowicz incident, 

! Cross-examination ; ' when on duty he ato in camp, off duty he ate at home; he 
struck mary F^s during the training period; he struck the F' M s to perfect them 
in their drills; he struck between 40 end 50 men while on duty in the camp; the 
prosecution witnesses exaggerated when they said he struck P’^s vdth a closed 
fist or club; he did poke a few F <M s like the H P 8 s poked them now, with no intent 
to harm a prisoner; about 1 Jun e 1945 ~he~w_as"EblcTby the camp^. comman der that_F ,M s 
would not '.fag... stru ck; he struck Stubbs because the NCCrKaff”been angry with him 
tShinjo) for being slow; he could not remember why he struck Linderfolt; he felt 
at the time he struck F' M s that it was all right because he had been told so by 
the senior NCO; by the Commi ssion; he was discriminated against because he was 

- an Okinawan; he took some of yus^family rations to a F ,r ; the Japanese mistreatment S*** 
of him was not the cause of his wrongful actions; ho had been reprimanded by the 
NCO because he did not treat tho F‘ T, s* like the NCO did at drill time; he struck 
pnti s a t drill time because the NCO desired it; he now regretted hitting P’Y's; 

- after May 1945 he never struck a F ,f ; there was no competition amongst the guards 
in mistreating P VT, s; there were many Japanese at the camp that used the expression 
"all men"; one guard might be a "kondo" who might be the "all men" of the Sheehan 
affidavit (R. 212-251). 

(2) Tekeo Shiro ki, a. former guard at the camp vdth the accused and 
a witness for the' defense, testified that the accused did not participate in the 
JCLeeman, Colleges, Fitzjohn incident (par, 3a (5) supra; R, 159-160)J that he 
never saw the accused abuse anyone (R. 165). 

( 3 ) Yuji Hayakrwa, former camp command or of the camp of the accused 
from 1 June 1945 to 15 September 1945, testified for the defense that the guards 
were on duty 24 hours and off duty 24 hours; that the accused was married and 
lived outside the camp;, that after the. big air raid about 26 June 1945 the accused 
went V^QL for about 4 or 5 days and had moved his family to Gifu-ken; that the 

! accused was an Okinawan and stuttered; and that as a result the accused was dis- 
* criminated against by his fellow guards (R. 164-166). 

( 4 ) • Ta ijiro Kuranishi , as witness for the defense, testified for 
the accused (R, 190-196). 

(5) Saburo.Wetanab^j a resident of Gifu-ken and c vitness for the 
defense, testified that in June 1945 the accused brought his vdfe to the home 
of the witness to get a place, to live and he rented z shed for the accused; at 
that time the accused stayed in the village 2 or 3 days to repair the shed and 

1 then returned to the F’ r camp. An electric tram ran from his- village to the camp, 
taking about 2 l/2 horn's to make the trip; the accused commuted back and forth 
and he saw the accused about twice a week. There were three air raids in June 
1945 and he did not know just when the accused moved to his home (R. 199-204;. 

= (6) ..Antei Hayane, a ICLnister of the Japanese Methodist Church, 

f an Okinawan-by birth" and a witness for the defense, testified that Okinawans 

' living in Japan were subject to suspicion and discrimination (R* 205-211;. 
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(7) TW Batson states that Lynch was beaten in April 1945 for bring¬ 

ing food into, camp, and that the beating in April was by Japanese other than the 
accused (55c,, A) , - - • 

(8) FW Diaz describes the (CLeeman, Gollegos, Fitzjohn incident and 
does not mention the accused a.s participating (Ex. B), 

(9) The chief of police of Miyazaki Prefecture corroborated the 

accused' statement (par, 3b (1), supra) that he (Shinjo) turned himself into i the 
police authorities (Ex. C). . 

4. Errors and Irregularities : 

There are no errors or irregularities which injuriously affect any 
substantial right of the accused. The Commission was constituted by proper 
authority and had jurisdiction of the accused and of the offense. There is no • 
evidence that the accused was not sane at the time of the commission of the ' 
alleged acts or at the time of the trial. The accused was given a fair trial, 
was ably defended, cooperated in his own defense,'produced vdtnesses in his own 
behalf, took the witness stand in his own defense, and was given amply opportun¬ 
ity for cross-examinotion of the witnesses testifying against him. No ruling of 
the Commission is deemed to affect adversely the substantial rights of the accused, 

5. Opinion : 

The record is legally sufficient to sustain the findings of the Com¬ 
mission except as hereinafter indicated. The motion of the defense to modify 
the sentence, to which the prosecution will not reply (Maj. Goodman), has been 
read and carefully considered. There is merit in some of the contentions of the 
defense. 


a, The findings of guilty of Specifications 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 of the. 
Charge were proved beyond a reasonable doubt by oral evidence a.t the trial a.s 
well as by affidavits of former prisoners of wer who we re well acquainted with 
the facts as alleged. 


b. As to Specification 6: The findings of guilty of this specification 
should not be'approved. The evidence offered by the prosecution is so'confused 
as to lead but to one conclusion, the Commission v/as in error when they found 
the accused'guilty. The affidavit of the injured person (Lynch) is clear as to 

time (about 1 July 1945, repeated twice), the reason for the abuse, (stole can¬ 

vas for'his shoes) and the sole perpetrator ("The Skull",, identified not only 
by name, but by a facial description). Ho remembers having an eye injury lasting 
about six weeks and having been in the camp jail for four days (Ex. 42). One 
prosecution witness (Thompson) who testified to about 540 beatings in' the camp 
by the accused in a period of 60 days (R, 96) places the time in.July, but states 
that the man'who was beaten was mistaken in what he was snuggling into camp and 
who be.a.t him, testifying that Lynch was smuggling starch instead of canvas, and 

was beaten by the accused and several others; that Lynch v.rs beaten by "The 

Skull" in April 1945 (par. 3c (7) supra; R. 99). Another prosecution witness 
(Densmore) who. testified to about 480-560 beatings by-the accused (R. 73) agrees 
in general with Thompson (par. 3a (7) supra; R. 76). F" Brotherson states th. t 
the beating in July was for the reason stated by Thompson and Densmore, tat 
indicates that the beating was by the accused, "The Skull",, and others, that it 
lasted for about one-half hour and that Lynoh came into .the. barracks, instead ol 
going to the camp jail (Ex.- 8). The evidence offered by the defense adds further 
confusion. The accused denies any participation (par. 3b (1)) and Pw Batson 
states the April beating was by Japanese other than the accused, and for Wing¬ 
ing starch into camp (par. 3b (7)). A finding of guilty based upon the above 
facts is clearly against the weight of the evidence, the guilt of the accused 
not having been proved beyond a reasonable doubt. 


c. As to Specification 8: The finding of guilty should be approved 
excepting the'wHT^ST^S; belts and buckles". .There is overwhelming 
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ovictories that- the accused abused numerous American PW s by using his hands and 
a. wooden club, but with the exception of incidents covered in other specifications, 
no evidence apparent in the rocord to support tho excepted words. 

6 . Recommendations ; 

. ’"ith the exceptions noted above (par. 5b and 5o, above) it is recommended 
that the findings of the Coranission be approved. The accused has been proved 
guilty of seven specifications of the physical mistreatment of numerous prisoners 
of vst, and in only one Ce.se has there been evidence of permanent injuries (par, 

3a ( 4 ) above) , . In" the light of the above it is recommended that the sentence be 
reduced to 15 years, and that in consonapcq with present policy, owing to the 
length of confinement prior to sentence, 10 1/2 months of the sentence imposed 
be remitted. ' • 

It is finally recommended that in all other respects the motion to 
modify the sentence be denied, 

7, Action; ' 


attached. 


form of aetion-dasienod to Carry these recommendations into effect is 


WINSTON L. FIELD 
Lt. Col. JAGD 
Reviewer 


I concur in general with the views expressed in the foregoing 
revi.ew. The vicious, almost dally, indiscriminate multiple- beat¬ 
ings of. defenseless prisoners charged and proved under specifica¬ 
tion 8 justify a sentence of ten (10) years. Conviction of the 
offenses charged in the other six specifications (Specification 
1, 2,'3, 4, 5 and 7) calls for an additional 12 years. A total 
approved sentence of twenty-two (22) years is recommended. 


ALLAN R..'BROWNE 
Lt Colonel JAGD■ 
Army Judge Advocate 


FO 
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